
















The 
' M a d r i d 

W h e n K i n g Juan Car ios 
¡ appo in ted S r A d o l f o S u á r e z 

i P r i m e min i s t e r a year ago 
'•there were many who th r ew up 

the i r a rms i n despai r -bel ieving 
i a t that time that this sounded 
, the dea th k n e l l for any 

at tempts to move Spa in to 
democracy . 

L i b e r a l s breathed a sigh of 
r e l i e f -when d ie k i n g sum-
m o n e d S r Car los A r i a s , his 
f i r s t P r i m e M i n i s t e r and Gen-
e r a l F r a n c o ' s last, on a br igh t 
sunny m o r n i n g and demanded 
h i s res igna t ion . B u t when S r 

< S u á r e z was named as his r e 
p lacement a cur t a in of g loom 
a n d despondency descended 
u p o n the oppos i t ion . 

. ,S r A r i a s had been a disas-
t rous P r i m e M i n i s t e r appoin ted 

. u n d e r pressure f rom the 
B u n k e r , the ent renched die-
h a r d Francoistis, and w h i l e S r 
S u á r e z was not classed i n the 
same league few thought he 

i was the i dea l m a n fo r that del-
icate pe r iod . 

,| . . . W h o bet ter to destroy the 
F r a n c o r eg ime than a p roduc t 
o f tha t same reg ime ? R e f o r m 
f r o m w i t h i n the system, i n -
stead of r evo lu t i on f rom wirh-

•' out. S r S u á r e z , the M i n i s t e r of 
U Gene ra l Franco ' s Na t iona l 

M o v e m e n t i n the A r i a s 
, Government , was k n o w n to be 

- an ambi t ious p o l i t i c i a n , but 
never as one capable of 

"c d e s t r o y i n g the very system 
;V w h i c h h a d brought h i m to 
i! power . 

.-.[ ' W i t h every th ing l o o k i n g a 
• i l i t t l e too rosy at the momen t 

after the general e lec t ion , 
w h i c h conf i rmed S r S u á r e z i n 
h i s post , i t seems that a cen-

. j t u r y and not a year has passed 
since h i s appointment. 

• It is arguable that i f the 
I k i n g h a d not got rid of S r 

i'¿¿ A r i a s S p a i n would have 
reached an impasse. W h e n S r 
S u á r e z took over at the age of 

William Chislett assesses Sr Adolfo Suarez's first year as Prime Minister 

who has outwitted all Spain's 
43, the t r ans i t i on to democracy 
h a d not even s tar ted , despite 
a l l the l i b e r a l noises made by 
people l i k e S r M a n u e l F r aga , 
the In te r io r M i n i s t e r in the 
A r i a s Government , who 
refused to serve i n the Suarez 
G o v e r n m e n t : a b less ing i n dis-
guise for S r Suarez for the 
t r ue conserva t ive co lours of S r 
F r a g a were soon revea led 
when he f o r m e d the neofran-
cois t P o p u l a r A l l i a n c e . 

T h e F ranco i s t s thought they 
•would be a b l e to con t ro l S r 
Suarez, p a r t i c u l a r l y as h i s 
name was p u t fo rward as one 
of the three candidates for the 
j o b by S r Torcua to Fernandez 
M i r a n d a , the h i g h l y conserva-
tive P re s iden t o f the Cortes 
a n d of the C o u n c i l of the 
R e a l m , the bast ion of F r a n -
co i s m respons ib le fo r d r a w i n g 
u p the l i s t o f candida tes fo r the 
k i n g . 

W h a t they d i d not imme-
dia te ly rea l ize was that S r Fer -
mandez M i r a n d a ' s f i r s t loyal ty 
was to the k i n g as his o l d 
tutor . T h e k i n g h a d h a d his eye 
on S r Suarez f o r some time f o r 
he was impre s sed by h i s sin-
ce r i ty , energy, in te l l igence and 
youthfukiess . 

It was no coinc idence that 
the k i n g chose someone who 
be longed to h i s same genera-
t ion—the genera t ion , w h i c h as 
one p o l i t i c i a n pu t i t , " w a s 
ne i the r of the conquerors no r 
the conquered and was not 
t raumat ized " . 

The k i n g , fa r more p o l i t i -
c a l l y aware then than he was 
g iven c r e d i t fo r , was s t i l l 
k n o w n i n that da rk time as 
" J u a n Ca r lo s the B r i e f " . H e 
k n e w better than anyone, w i t h 
the m e m o r y o f the fate of his 
grandfather A l f o n s o X I I I , who 
went in to e x i l e i n 1931 when 
the r e p u b l i c was established, 
that unless there were def in i te 
changes the n i ckname migh t 
come t rue . 
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Sr Suàrez at the press conference marking the formation of his Centre Democratic Union before the election. 
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" I f ee l a n d I be l i eve that I 
a m a d e m o c r a t " S r S u á r e z said 
w h e n he was M o v e m e n t M i n i s -
ter. T h e oppos i t ion , s t i l l perse-
cu ted i n v a r y i n g degrees, 
laughed. S r S u á r e z ' s b iography 
as a democrat was h a r d l y con-
v i n c i n g . : • 

B o r n i n C e b r e r o s ¿ a Cas t i l i an 
v i l l age of 5,000 inhabitants , he 
was one of f ive c h i l d r e n o f a 
government l a w y e r . A c t i v e i n 
the Ca tho l i c A c t i o n organiza-
t i o n he s tud ied l a w o n h i s o w n 
t a k i n g h i s exams at Sa lamanca 

U n i v e r s i t y a n d l a t e r j o i n e d the 
M a d r i d B a r A s s o c i a t i o n . 

H i s f ami ly were comfortable 
m i d d l e class a n d .Cathol ic i n a n 
a rea renowned f o r i t s re l ig ious 
f e e l i n g — A v i l a , t he cap i t a l of 
h i s home p rov ince , was also 
the home o f the mys t i c St 
Te resa . ' . •, 

So handsome was S r S u á r e z 
w h e n he was y o u n g . and also 
qu i t e r e l i g i o u s ' that wor r i ed 
g i r l s i n the v i l l age , t aken by 
h i s charm, a s k e d h i m whether 
he w o u l d become a pr ies t . '; 

H i s first contac t w i t h the 

L i b y r i n t h i a i i p o l i t i c a l sy s t em 
came i n h i s ea r ly twent ies 
w h e n S r Her r e ro Te jedor , w h o 
exerc i sed a p ro found in f luence , 
o n S r S u á r e z , was nomina t ed 
c i v i l govenor a n d au tomat ica l ly 
movemen t head o f A v i l a . S r 
S u á r e z by then h a d become 
popu la r i n A v i l a after s tar t ing 
a s m a l l p r iva te c r a m m e r . H i s 
name was recommended to 'Sr 
Te jedor , a member of the Pus 

. D e i , the l ay C a t h o K c organisa-
t i o n . \ j. 
. S r Suarez h e l d a serifs o f 

m i n o r p r o v i n c i a l admaicstra-

tdve posts where he soon came 
into contact w i t h the move-
ment.. H e was never a commi t -
ted' Fa lang i s t , bu t l i k e m a n y 
people wi thout money o r con-
tacts the o n l y way to get ahead 
po l i t i ca l ly was to w o r k y o u r 
way u p the movement , w h i c h 
he d i d . '; • ' '• ' • ••' 

H e was r emembered as ded-
i ca t ing h imse l f w h o l l y to a n y 
task i n w h i c h he was i n v o l v e d . 
( H i s grandfather o n c e t o l d h i m 
when he was a c h i l d that " i f 
v o u go o n l i k e this y o u w i l l b e 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r one day. ' ) 

H e came in to touch w i t h 
A d m i r a l L u i s Ca r re ro B l a n c o , 
the eminence grise of G e n e r a l 
F ranco , who was la ter . assas-
sinated b y the Basque separa-
tist organizat ion E T A . . W h e n 
S r Suarez was o n l y 35, he was 
elected as fami ly M P for A v i l a 
and a year la ter was appo in ted 
C i v i l Governor of Segovia. H e 
got to k n o w the k i n g when h e 
was appo in ted di rector general 
of the State r u n te lev is ion i n 

.1959 a n d used occasional ly t o 
discuss programmes with h i m . 

F o u r years w i t h te lev is ion 
and h i s experiences w i t h the 
movemen t gave h i m indispens-
able ins ide knowledge _ of t he 
in t r icac ies of the regime, S r 
F e l i p e Gonzalez, the socia l i s t 
leader , says of h i m : " H e is a 
clever m a n wi thout ideology. A 
sol i tary F ranco i s t who can't be 
iden t i f i ed w i t h any ; of the 
operat ions o r currents of F r a n -
co i sm." S r Suarez kept h i m s e l f 
impeccab ly above any scandal . 

I n 1975 after a J a w . was 
approved a l l o w i n g p o l i t i c a l 
associations w i t h i n the frame-
w o r k of the movement he 
founded the U n i o n of the 
Spanish Peop le which i r o n i -
ca l ly , though not su rp r i s i ng ly 
g iven i t s " b l u e n e s s " ( the 
co lou r o f the Falangis t sh i r t ) 

jj f o rmed the base o f the P o p u l a r 
A l l i a n c e ' : the m a i n enemy of 
Sr. Suarez 's Democra t ic Cen t re 
Unfian i n the genera l e lec t ion . 

W i t h the dea th of G e n e r a l 
F r a n c o h e was , appo in t ed 
M o v e m e n t M i n i s t e r and k e p t 
l o w p ro f i l e . B u t he d i d n o t 
was te t i m e b s soon as he w a s 
appoin ted P r i m e M i n i s t e r . 
The re i s a s tory t o l d i n 
Cebreros of young Suarez r u n -
n i n g i n f ron t of the bu l l s dur-
i n g the v i l lage ' s annua l f ies ta 
w h e n be used to show, l i k e so 
m a n y Spania rds , a cer ta in f l a i r 
as a matador . T h e image i s ap t 
for w h e n h e became P r i m e 
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o 
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M i n i s t e r he was faced w y * i 
hav ing to pe r fo rm a w h o W 
series of faenas : gett ing t f S 
Cortes to c o m m i t hara-kiri c a n 
inig general elections, l e g a ' l i z i O 
t rade unions, .starting a d i » 
logue w i t h the opposi t ion a Q 
grant ing an amnesty. 

The re was also the d e l i c Q 
issue of depol i t i c iz ing 
a rmed forces and at the same 
time conv inc ing them of y*> 
need for change and, most dif-
f icul t of a l l , scrapping 
movement and legal iz ing 
Communis t Par ty : a l l w 
faced wi th pressure f rom 
r igh t not to go too fast . 
f rom the left to get a move 
and w i t h i n the framework 
the tortuous Francois t legalitr"")] 

H e q u i c k l y in t roduced a uevJ 
style into the n e a h d e r O Ï 
po l i t i ca l l i fe . Gone were fhe 
bombastic threatening s p e e c Q s 
of the ancien régime amd^-in 
thei r p lace a wil l ingness Q 0 

" l i s t e n " . , . ~ . 
Sr S u á r e z was qu ick ly g iWi t 

a bronca ( h á r s h reprehensdO] 
when he announced t b a t T i < 
wou ld a t tempt a i l the faeQs 
Sr Jose A n t o n i o Gi ron , heacLo 
Genera l F ranco ' s c i v i l Q i 
veterans a n d a member o f A h S 
C o u n c i l o f the Rea lm, w a i L é i 
that i t w o u l d not be easy A ) 
the " t ra i tors " . isjJT¡ 

S r S u á r e z once admit ted^) 
pr iva te that he faced mar 
oppos i t ion f r o m the r igh t O t i 
f rom the opposi t ion . PeriHr. 
th i s is w h y even such pa&t 
cians as S r Santiago C a r Q i 
the. communis t leader, are (~) 
p r o S u á r e z . I t cer ta in ly ]ia 
been a most di f f icul t y e a r Q c 
S r S u á r e z a n d he has yet t / "h 
g o r e d N o w that he has^_gi 
h imse l f a mandate to g o Œ 
he w i l l find the opposr-y 
much m o r e keen to keep T i i 
on h i s toes". O 
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