























Liberals breathed a ng‘h of
relief  when

sunny mornmg and demand
his resignation. But when Sr
Suirez wes named as bis re-
placement a curtain of gloom
anddemﬁmq descended

upon the
J8r Arias b::nlcﬁsas-
trous Prime Minister appointed

under the
Bunker, the enmeached die

man for thar del-
Who buur to deszroy the

"Franto regime than a product

Vutu:h

that same 'r-:g:ne’ Reform
within system, in-
ue:dofruvhmwfmmmrh
out. Sr Sudrez, the Minister of
National
Arias
(hmment,mkmnmhe
politician, bt
nerar as ome capable of
+ destroying the wery svstem
bad trought bim
. power.

. With everything looking a
:;tﬂe oo rosy at the moment

er

43, the mransition vo democracy
had mot even started, despite

all the liberal ooises made by -

people like Sr Manuel Frzga..
the Ioterior Minister in the
Arias Government, whao
refused © serve in the Sudrez
Government : a blessing in dis-
guise for Sr Suirexr for the
mrue conservative colours of Sr
soon  revesled

the neofran-
coist Popular Alliance.

The Francoists thought they
would be able w conwol Sr
Suarer, particularly as This
oeme was put forward as one
of the three candidates for the

Realm, the Fran-
Codsm  responsi for drawing
up the liss of candidares for the

did not imme-
ely realize was that Sr Fer-

tutor, The
icn Sr Sudrez e

e was impressed by his sio-
cerigt._ energy, inmelligence and
youthfulmess.

It was mo coincidence that
the king “chose someone who
belonged to his same genere-
tion—the gel'leranr.u,

cally aware

given credit for,
in that dark tme as
Carlos the Brief™.
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Wﬂllam Chlslctt assesses Sr Ad olfo Sudrez’s first year as Pn{nc MimSib‘r

Sr Sudrez at the/press copference marking th_a.fxmalinuthﬁ._ol:m Democratic Unﬁn

“I feel and I believe thar 1
am a democrat ™ Sr Sodper said
when he was Movement Minis-
:e:.Thzogpn—s-:iup,:ilgpersen
lesghed,: Sr Sudirer's P i
a5 2 demmcrat wes bardly com-
vincing

{Born in Cebreros, a Castilizn
village of 5,000 inhabitants, he

“wras ome of five children of a

the Catholic Action organiza-

fion he studied law on his own
“taking his exams at Salamanca

Uni and later joined the thcal ]
ra?r_r p m::hsm sjm
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middle chass and Catholic in an exe a

area renowned for its religious oo Sr Suiresr, was nominated
feeling—Avila, the capital of .civil govenor :

his bome province, was also movement head of Avile Sr
the bome of the mystic 5¢ Sudrez by then had
Teresa. popular in Avila after starting
S0 handsome was Sc Sudrez a small pri

mame
Tejedor, a member of the Pus

irls in the village, m!uahy_!}u,th:hgcahhuwsr
bim whether tion.
he would become a priest. SrSuan: held a series of
first th the mimor poovindal

Sr’ Suarer was only 35, he was
elected as family MP for Avila
md year lager was appuinted

wil Governer of Segovia. He
s:xwknuwﬂlcklﬂ&mﬂh‘
mappm::tadd::ecmtgeuﬂ1
of the State run television in

Four wyears
sed his experiences with the

‘able inside knowledge of the

intricacies of the regime, Sr
Felipe GCouzaler, the socialist
leader, says of him: "He is a
clever man without ideology. A

Francoist who can't be
identified with any ;;fF the
operations OT Currents ran-
coism.” Sr Suirer kept himself

v above any scandal
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granting an amaesty.

There was also the m.cﬂl
issue  of depoliticizing
armed forces and at the g
rime convincing them of
need for change and, most dif-|
Ficult of all,

and within the Eramewaork
the mortuous Francoist legali q
He quickiy iotroduced a new
i e O
prlitical e 2 e
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basu:mmmngspgeﬁ
of the ancien régme and . s
PR

pro Sudrez. It certainly ha
beea a most difficul: y il
SrSuérua:ldhehasyu@
gored. Now that he has

himself a mandate to |
he will find the






